THE LAKE DISTRICT.                63

embowering sycamores for summer shade; with a tall
fir through which the winds sing when other trees are
leafless ; the little rill, or household spout, murmuring
in all seasons; combine these incidents and images
together, and you have the representative idea of a
mountain cottage in this country so beautifully formed
in itself, and so richly adorned by the hand of Nature,

"Till within the last sixty years1 there was no
communication between any of these vales by carriage-
roads ; all bulky articles were transported on pack-
horses. Owing, however, to the population not being
concentrated in villages, but scattered, the valleys
themselves were intersected, as now, by innumerable
lanes and pathways leading from house to house and
from field to field. These lanes, where they are fenced
by stone walls, are mostly bordered with ashes, hazels,
wild roses, and beds of tall fern, at their base; while
the walls themselves, if old, are overspread with
mosses, small ferns, wild strawberries, the geranium,
and lichens; and if the wall happen to rest against a
bank of earth, it is sometimes almost wholly concealed
by a rich facing of stone-fern. It is a great advantage
to a traveller or resident, that these numerous lanes
and paths, if he be a zealous admirer of Nature, will
lead him on into all the recesses of the country, so
that the hidden treasures of its landscapes may, by an
ever-ready guide, be laid open to his eyes."

A much more recent writer, Mrs. E. Lynn Linton,
in her charming work, full of graceful description and

1 This was written in 1810.; a cheese-press, often
